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Exciting election results and the

future for Glebe

After May 2003, when Glebewas
annexed to the City of Sydney
Council, some disturbing events took
place that impacted on the stability of
the council and the fate of Glebe.
Firgly, therewasafurther amalgama-
tion, which was forced and secondly;,
the subsequent dismissal of the
councillorsin February 2004.

Asaresult, therewas much political
lobbying and speculation about who
might nominatefor positionson the
newlyformed larger council. There
wasavery short time framefor
candidates to organise their policies
and teams and be prepared for NSW
Local Government Electionson 27
March.

The Glebe community invited Mayoral
candidatesto a public meseting to hear
their philosophiesand intentions
about looking after the interests of
Glebe. Thismeeting gaveresidents
the opportunity to both see and hear
each candidate. Irrespective of the
result, theimportant issue was to
ensure that Glebe would be recog-
nised as a place of significance and
receiverelevant attention in the
future.

Thefinal results, with Clover Moore
asLord Mayor together with her team
(Independent) suggests a very
positivefuturefor Glebe. Her policies
embrace the issues of community
consultation, villageidentity and
strict devel opment policies. Glebeis
also fortunate to have a Glebe Society
member (Robyn Kemmis) asa
councillor on Clover’steam. Welook
forward to working collaboratively
with the City of Sydney Council and
continuing the process of revitalising
Glebein aconstructive way.

As the City of Sydney does not have
award system, councillorswill have
input into the areas of concern, where
their expertisecan bechannelled
appropriately. Theteam workingwith
Clover includes John Mclnerney,
Robyn Kemmis, Marcelle Hoff, Phillip

Black, ChrisHarris, ShaneMallard,
Tony Pooley, Michadl Leeand Verity
Firth.
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Photo provided by Sydney City
Council Publicity Department

Congratulationsto all councillorsfor
their successin the dection. The
result is also a very positive state-
ment for the democratic voice of the
voting population. We look forward
to a prosperous and constructive
timeworking with our new council.

- Jan Wilson

Coordinator, Glebe Point Road
Revitalisation Project

Members’
Skills

Jan Wilson is looking
for members with time
and skills to contribute
to the community of
Glebe.

Please read the article
on page two and fill in
the enclosed
questionnaire.
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The establishment and activities of the City
Resident Action Groups (CityRAGYS)

Somefifteen key community groups
from the then new City of Sydney
Council areamet on 25 August 2003
and agreed to achieve a greater voice
for their communities.

Further meetingswerehdd on 17
September 2003, 21 January, 25
February and 22 March 2004. Itwas
at the 21 January meeting that the
group really started to take shape —
perhaps steeled by the “threat” of a
further amalgamation. At that
meeting there was extensive discus-
sionregarding theinclusion or
participation of community groups.
Concerns were expressed that the
new group should be asinclusive of
community groups as possible, an
approach that could possibly pave
theway for other organisationswith a
commercia/industrial emphasisthat
would not bewelcomein an essen-
tially resdential forum. Themesting
decided, by alarge majority, to restrict
membership to residents groups, and
to seek to have one resident group
from each suburb to provide a
geographic coverage of the whole
City of Sydney Local Government
Area.

Among the outcomes achieved over
subsequent meetingsare: aname-
City Resident Action Groups
(CityRAGYS); aWebsite: (http://
www.gangart.com/city/), a provisional
Charter, and a broad representation of
Community Groups—at last count 15
acrossthe amalgamated City of
Sydney.

Thecurrent list includes:

1. Catrd BusinessDidtrict,
(RESNET).

2. ChippendaleResidents Group
CHRG

3 Darlinghurst Resident Action
Group(DRAG)

4 East Sydney Residant Action
Assodation (ESNA)

5 TheGlebeSoaey

6 2011 Resident Action Associas
tion, KingsCrass

7. MillersPoint Resdent Action
Gaup

8 Paddington& Darlinghurst
Community Working Group
9 Pyrmont Community Group
(incorporating Pyrmont Action
Group, Ultimo Prednat Commit-
tee(UPC), Friendsaof Pyrmont
Poirt)
10. NichdsonCommunity Group
1. WaterlooRedfernEvdegh&
DarlingtonWorkers and
Residents ActionGroup
WREDWRAG)
12. Zetland Community Action
Gaup(ZCAG)
CityRAGSwas pro-activein the
recent amal gamation debates,
putting a strong opposing view to
theCommission. However, inline
with thedraft Charter, it was agreed
“not [to] subvert the position or
authority of member resident
groups and [to] work to achieve
consensus where possible’,
CityRAGSdid not takeajoint,
public position on the recent City
Council dections.

Forthcoming mestingsfor 2004, at
which each community will be
represented by a voting del egate,
have been set for:

1 May4and September 7inthe
Ultimo Community Centre,
Ultimo

2 Junel, Jduly 6, and November 2
in the Southern Function Room
of the Town Hall

TheLord Mayor, Councillor Clover

Moore, has been invited to attend

and addressthe 4 May meeting.
-Bob Armstrong

Members’ Skills - Would
you like to join our team?

You may have seen afull-page
report in the Sydney Morning
Herdd, April 17-18, “ Rich City, Poor
Kids’. Itisavery good piece of
investigativejournalism, but
presents a picture of Glebewe can
do something about if weall work
together.

“The inner-city suburb spans the
city’'s social and economic dividein
one postcode. Million-dollar
terraces stand just blocks away from
considerable poverty. In parts of
Glebe, more than 80 percent of
homes arerented fromthe NSW
Department of Housing, with most
families existing on less than $400 a
week, the 2002 census reveals.”

“ Residents and shopkeepers, while
acknowledging problems, are aware
how damaging, and paradoxically,
misleading, the area’simage as a
crime-ridden zone can be. ‘1t would
be unfair and erroneous to write that
Glebeisahotbed of crime’, says
Andrew Craig, the President of the
Glebe Society. ‘Ninety-nine percent
of people on Glebe Estate arefine ...
the source of the problemisa very
small number of people who are
having seriousdifficulties .”

Gleberesidentsare aready taking
steps to improve many aspects of
Glebe. The Glebe Point Road
Revitalisation Project isworking to
improve the appearance and
commercia viability of Glebe Point
Road and other commercein Glebe.

The GPRR Project hasidentified an
important strategy whereby
individualscan make apositive
contribution tothe community. The
Glebe Society, apartner in the GPRR
Project is seeking the support of
members and others who may have
sometime and bewilling to volunteer
their skillsand contributeto the
community of Glebe. A questionnaire,
included in thisBulletin, hasbeen
designed to capture the interests and
skillsof members. Thereareseveral
organi sations (community,
government and educational) that are
under-funded and under-staffed,
whereindividuals could provide
assistance and support. In turn, we
areconfident that areal difference
can be made to the social fabric of
Glebe. We arealso confident that
thesetaskswill befulfilling and fun!

Pleasefill in and return your
guestionnaire NOW.

- JanWilson & Edwina Doe
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Anzac Day 2004

A Local View of
World War One

After the 1914-18 war alocal commit-
teecommissioned architect William
Martin to design amemoria for
Glebepeoplewhodiedin thewar.
The cost of £2,500 was raised by
residents. Thememorial isinthe
form of agraniteand marblemauso-
leum, Egyptianin stylewith classical
Greek touches. On top of the
monument abronze cross sur-
mountsagreat granite orb, then a
small cupola, asplit classic pediment
and, within the mausoleum, abronze
nursewatching over 174 inscribed
names of those who died. On the
left hand sideisthe bust of a Digger,
with theJolly Jack from HMAS
Sydney on theright. The sarcopha-
gus, placed outside, served as the
foundation stonewhich Lord
Forster laid on 3June1921. The
Governor Generd returned on Anzac
Day 1922 to open thisvisible public
statement of involvement, of pride
and grief.

-Max Solling

A Glebe
Soldier’s Story
Oneof the 792 people from Glebe
to volunteer for overseas service
was Frederick Waugh, bornon 5
June 1897. Waugh'sparents,
Georgeand Frederick, operated a
laundry at 50 Glebe Point Road,
Glebe. Frederick Waugh attended
Glebe Schoal, wherehewasa
member of their Cadet Corpsfor
four yearsand was also an active
Glebe Boy Scout. He completed
hisprimary education at Glebe
School in 1911 and then served a

four year apprenticeship at Glebe
asawatchmaker.

Heenlistedin the AIF on 17 July
1916 and brother Arthur “donned
thekhaki” in 1917. Frederick was
posted to the 4" Battalion asa
reinforcement at Camiersin France
where he was seriously wounded
with shrapnd in hisleftarm. After
returning to Australia, Frederick
sought to go back to histrade but,
restricted by hiswar injury, found
employment with A PBarncastle, a
watch and jewel lery warehousein
York Street, Sydney wherehe
spent theremainder of hisworking
life. Frederick Waugh diedin
Hurstvilleon 30 July 1987.

-Max Solling

“It’s right to
remember
them...”

At 7.30 am on Anzac Day | ast year,
some twenty people attended a
serviceat the War Memorial near
Foley Park on Glebe Point Road. A
wreath of flowerswaslaid insidethe
Memorial., whereone of thecity's
many homeless men usually seeps
rough. (Who got him out early that
morning?) Whitedaisesina
coffeejar and pink camelliasina
biscuit tin stood on the Memorial
Stone.

Most notable among the small
group was just one member of the
‘Mice of Moreshy’, the men of the
55/53 Australian Infantry Battalion,
whosememorabiliaareheld in the
GlebeLibrary. Hisgrandson was
with him, and would accompany him
into thecity for the march, and then
tomeet up with hisfriends.

The service was performed by a
retired minister wholivesin &t.
John’sVillage, the Rev John Halle,
who welcomed us and spoke of why
wehad al come. Someprayers
were said, and the Ode of course,
followed by two minutes’ silence.

A piper from theUniversity Regi-
ment played thelament. | hadn’t
been before, but asthe Rev Holle
said“It’sright to remember them”.

I'm glad | went.
- BobbieBurke

Glebe’s Anzac Day
Service

Thisyear’sAnzac Day service
will be held at the Digger s
Memorial at 7.30am on
Sunday 25 April. The Rev
John Hallewill officiate.

April/May 2004
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Planning

(Neil Macindoe is on holiday)

City purchases key
harbour front land for

Glebe Foreshore Walk

Unbroken public access along
Glebe' sHarbour ForeshoreWalk is
now guaranteed, following the City of
Sydney's purchase of the * Anchor-
age’ siteon Rozelle Bay.

“Reclaiming this significant sitefor
the people was a key part of our
vision for the Glebe Foreshore’, said
Commissioner Lucy Turnbull. *1 am
very happy this has happened on my
last day in the Town Hall”.

“Upon becoming Lord Mayor, this
was one of the projects | initiated and
droveforward. | madeacommitment
to give the Glebe community and
people of Sydney continuous
foreshore access from Blackwattle
Bay to Bicentennia Park. Purchasing
thefinal parcd of privately owned
land was an essential stepin achiev-
ing this.

“The Glebe Foreshore Walk will become
oneof theinner city’ sgreat recreational
resources. | am proud to announce the
Anchorage's purchase as one of my
final dutiesas Commissioner.

“Sydney harbour is our City’s greatest
asset, and | believe it should be accessi-
ble to everyone. The City’s purchase of
the‘Anchorage’ foreshoreland is part
of our commitment toreclaim harbour
foreshore for our community.” Ms
Turnbull said.

The City of Sydney isworking towards
a continuous and universally accessible
foreshore promenade around the Glebe
Peninsula, linking Bicentennial Parkin
thewest with Wentworth Park in the
east. The City will be providing new
recreational facilities, additiona park-
land and restore significant heritage
items.

Community input and feedback is
crucial to the success of this project;
the City hasreleased concept plans and

has commenced public consulta-
tion, which will take several months.
Theimpetusfor thisexciting project
owes much to the efforts of local
community organisations and
members, who have worked
tirelessly towardsthe realisation of
thisvision.

The2.2km Glebe Foreshore Walk
will offer abroad variety of settings
and waterfront recreation opportu-
nities, with continuous cycle and
wheelchair access and a variety of
low-key water-based recreational
opportunities.

Thisprojectisworth $13.2 million
andwill link morethan 27 haof
open space from Bicentennial Park
to Wentworth Park and include
nearly 3 haof new foreshorepark.
Work isexpected to commencein
mid 2004, and isexpected totake
about 12 to 15 monthsto compl ete.

City of Sydney PressRelease,
26 Mar ch 2004

From The Archives

Reproduced from Bulletin No. 3 of 1971

FERRY ROAD - THE PRESIDENT
REPORTS

By aunanimousdecision, the Le chhardt Council
rejected the devel opment application for ablock of
flatsat 59-61 Ferry Road on Tuesday 16" March. It
isan important decision both for Glebe and
Leichhardt. Council wiselytook note of thewide
opposition to the proposal. The Deputy Mayor,
Alderman J. L. McMahon, moving themotion for
rejection, madeimportant points about theway flat
developments can rob surrounding areas of their
amenity, and the growing citizen resistance.
Aldermen Wyner and Origlass, of Balmain, spokeon
some of the wider issues involved and despite the
division between them and the Labor caucus were
listened to with respect. The Mayor, Alderman
Rodwell, agreed to meet representatives of the
Society and discuss matters of mutual interest. All
thiswas atriumph for good sense.

Comicrelief was provided by Dr. Foley of Glebeand
Alderman Barry of Annandale. Inahellfireand

damnation type of speech, Dr. Foley castigated the
Glebe Society and its President asa gang of larrikins
and dastardly plant tramplers; and stated (quite
wrongly) that the Society had already decided to put
up opposition candidates at the next municipal
electionsand - also wrongly - that the L el chhardt
council had already rejected the Ferry Road
application. It did so about three quarters of an hour
later. Dr Foley appearsto have an increasing difficulty
in remembering what isdecided in Caucusand what in
Council. Alderman Brady also provided somehilarious
moments. Waving aletter about excitedly, heclaimed
to have proof that the Glebe Society had undertaken to
cover the expense of every challenge in the courts to
development proposals rejected by the Council.
Alderman Brady appearsto have some difficulty with
the comprehension of written English.
Altogether it was a good show. Why, one wonders,
does one pay to go to revues like The Legend of King
O’ Malley, when Leichhardt Council can put on ashow
likethat for free.

See NOTESon next page
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Council to Start Work on
Foley Park

Preparationswill commence soon on
the Plan of Management and Master
Planfor Foley Park. Environmental
Partnerships, who have ateam of
sub- consultants comprising
recreational planners, landscape
architects, heritage specialists, and
an arborist have been appointed by
Council to undertake thiswork.

A thorough analysis of the site will
includelocal and regional context,
landscape/visual assessment,
arboricultural and horticultural
factors, heritage appraisal, identifica-
tion of park use and recreation, user
amenities, security and safety,
circulation, traffic and access,
leasing/approved uses, ecologically
sustainabl e devel opment, manage-
ment and mai ntenance.

WhileCouncil aimstoddiver
quality urban design initiatives, we
are assured that community and
stakeholder consultation will bean
important aspect of the study to
determinecommunity goal's, values
and expectations for the future use
of the Park.

Thefirg of several community
workshopswill beheld in May, the
date and details to be announced by
Council.

- Bobbie Burke, for the Foley Park
Working Group

NOTESONARCHIVES
The President was Bernard Smith.
The office bearerswerenot listed in
every Bulletin at thetime. My
referenceis Solling and Reynolds
‘Leichhardt: on the margins of the
City' ,Allen & Unwin 1997 p. 240.
Max and Peter quote an articlefrom
the GlebeWeekly 10/03/1971 as
their source.

- Lyn Milton, Archivist

Two old houses, one very small
andonevery large, aretill at 59-61
Ferry Road.

- EdtheEd

City’s Street Planting to
get Underway

Karen Sweeney of the City Council
has advised that under the “ Trees
for aLiving City” programthe
Council will focus on theplanting
of Cupaniopsis anacardiodes
(Tuckeroo) along Bridge Road and
theinter-planting of
Lagerstroemiaindica (Crepe
Myrtle) within St Johns Road to
strengthen the existing street tree
avenue planting. s

Tuckeroo- height at maturity
8-10 metres.

Karen also advisesthat additional
treeplanting will be undertaken
throughout many of the streets
within the Glebe, Chippendale and
Forest Lodge areawherere-
quested by the community, using a
variety of tree species.

It isenvisaged thetree planting
workswill be undertaken within
the upcoming months. Tree
planting in autumn will improve
the establishment and survival
rates of the new trees.

For further information contact
Karen Sweeney on 9265 9173.

Beware of Lead

An important reminder For
members who might be

renovating in Glebe

It was only 40 years ago that lead
wasfinally removed from paint. So
itislikely that many Glebe houses
have high lead levels—in old paint
flakes, in thedust, in the roof
spaces and even in the ground
around the house.

Young children are particularly at
risk from exposureto lead because :

* They areground dwellers
* They edt soil

* Thar fingersarecofteninthar

mouths

* Leadisswedt (achildmight

lick or suck apainted surface)
Babies and young children are good
at absorbing any lead to which they
areexposed. Whilean adult might
absorb 10%, a child could absorb as
much as 50%.

Therelationship between lead in
paint and neurological problemsin
children wasfirst recognised in the
1890s. It can cause lowered |Qs,
reduced learning abilitiesand
abnormal behaviour. It can befatal.

In Audralia, 10-15% of
preschoolers have higher than
desirablelead levels. If you think
your child might have been exposed
tolead, talk to your GPwho can
organise a blood test.

Ideally children (particularly babies
and preschoolers) and pregnant
women should move out during the
course of renovations at homeor in
nearby houses.

Further information isavailablefrom

the Lead Advisory Serviceon 9716
0132
J f -.1
v Letter to
the Editor
Dear Editor,

It was good to see Jan Wilson's
report of the Glebe Point Road
revitalisation workshop on page 8 of
your February/March Bulletin. Such
coverage reflects the Society’'s
genuine strong interest in thewell-
being of our local commercial grip.
However it was painful for usat
gleebooks to see on page 10 of the
sameissueyour Book Club members
recommended to buy their next book
for discussion from K-Mart. We hope
that the contradiction here is obvious
tomany, if not al, of our fellow

Soci ety members,

- Roger Mackell, gleebooks

Thiswasentirely my fault and | have
apologised to Roger.

- EdwinaDoe

April/May 2004
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