
 
 
11 October 2019 
 
Clover Moore 
Lord Mayor of Sydney 
Sydney Town Hall 
483 George Street  
Sydney, NSW 2000 
 
 
Dear Lord Mayor 
 
LOCAL STRATEGIC PLANNING STATEMENT 
 
The Glebe Society makes this submission in response to the draft Local Strategic Planning Statement 
(LSPS) currently open for review and public comment.  
 
The Society firstly wishes to congratulate the City and its staff for a very comprehensive and strategic 
draft plan that prioritises issues of significant impact on the future generations of Sydney residents 
and its workforce. 
 
Glebe is a very significant contributor to the City of Villages, particularly by virtue of its heritage and 
history, diversity, and environmental character, all of which are highly valued. 
 
One aspect of Glebe village that is challenged by the demands of 21st Century life is the commercial, 
community and retail offer along Glebe Point Road.  
 
Whilst Glebe Point Road is not alone in facing the challenges that confront retailing generally, and 
main street precincts in particular, it has the added competition from the Broadway Shopping 
Centre and the Tramsheds. On the other hand few other precincts could boast the unique character 
that is still in-tact by virtue of a heritage legacy.  
 
It is worth noting the current planning controls in relation to Glebe Point Road. 
 
The area is zoned B2 Local Centre and the objectives of the zoning are: 

•  To provide a range of retail, business, entertainment and community uses that serve the 
needs of people who live in, work in and visit the local area. 
•  To encourage employment opportunities in accessible locations. 
•  To maximise public transport patronage and encourage walking and cycling. 
•  To allow appropriate residential uses so as to support the vitality of local centres. 

 
The Glebe Point Road Locality Statement within the City of Sydney DCP (Section 2.6.1) states the 
following: 
….”Development along Glebe Point Road is to retain and reinforce the consistent 19th century 
streetscape consisting of fine grain small scale, between 2-3 storey buildings, diverse and vibrant 
mix of commercial and retail uses, the pedestrian focussed ‘main street’ and the mature landscaping 
and street plantings.  



Glebe Point Road is encouraged to develop as a focus for cultural, artistic and health and well being 
related uses, while providing basic commodities and services for the local community and visitors 
alike.” 

The section of Glebe Point Road between Parramatta and Bridge Roads is within Local Conservation 
Area 29, and there are currently 47 Heritage Listed Buildings/Assets within that section. 
 
Notwithstanding these controls the current number of vacant shops (19 along the same section) 
conveys an air of stagnation trending towards declination. 
 
Glebe Point Road must be given the appropriate controls and other measures that will stimulate and 
maintain a viable retail, commercial and community centre in the context of 21st Century living, 
whilst ensuring it retains the heritage character that gives it a unique point of difference. 
                  
In that context we focus this submission on the Livability theme of the LSPS, firstly to Priority L2 
“Creating great places”, specifically “Liveable and walkable neighbourhoods” and “Protecting our 
heritage” in so far as they relate to Glebe Point Road.  
 
This submission also focuses on Priority L1 “A creative and socially connected city”, specifically 
“Planning for culture and performance”. 
 
Priority L2 – Creating great places. 

• Liveable and walkable neighborhoods / Centres –  
Glebe Point Road is an “active street” uniquely positioned offering walkable access to all its 
residents. In the past it has, and must continue to be the focal point of community 
interaction and engagement – a true village market and meeting place providing community 
and health services, well being, fresh food, dining and entertainment etc. But it can do 
more! 
 
The planning system must be one that facilitates the development of more space that 
creates the opportunities for new businesses and services to meet the basic and aspirational 
needs of a local community together with a diversity of innovative, creative, cultural and 
artistic experiences appealing both to a local and broader Sydney population. The current 
level of stagnation would suggest otherwise. 
 
A significant level of investment by all tiers of government in providing the necessary 
infrastructure is integral to the creation of great places. 

 
• Protecting Glebe’s Heritage –  

Glebe is a leader in Local Heritage Conservation within the City of Sydney, being a declared 
Local Conservation Area(s). Glebe Point Road is Local Conservation Area No 29. 
 

o Glebe and Forrest Lodge boast 10 State and 185 Local Heritage Listed Assets  
o Glebe Point Road boasts 47 Local Heritage Listed Buildings between Parramatta 

and Bridge Roads 
 
It is imperative that the appropriate controls are in place to allow the sensitive adaptation of 
buildings that retain and maintain the heritage significance of that building and also 
contribute to the heritage significance of the conservation area. Those controls need to 
apply beyond the time of development approval ensuring the original conditions of 
approval are continually observed. 



 
New businesses in the creative, artistic, design, technology and knowledge based sectors 
thrive in character buildings of heritage value that are able to creatively adapt and co-exist 
with innovative thinking and practices that meet the demands of 21st Century life. 
 
This will require a pragmatic approach whereby the protection and maintenance of Heritage 
Assets is balanced with the potential for adaptable re usage, as opposed to remaining 
vacant and deteriorating over time to a point when demolition becomes the favoured 
economic option. 
 

 
In the case of Glebe and Glebe Point Road particularly, Priority L2 will be enhanced by the 
recognition of a key point identified in Priority L1. 
 
Priority L1 – A creative and socially connected city. 

• Planning for culture and performance –  
With the University of Sydney, the University of Notre Dame and University of Technology 
Sydney on the doorstep, there is a perfect opportunity to enhance the character of Glebe by 
drawing on the passion and enthusiasm of young students graduating into start ups in new 
technology, innovative design, social enterprise, and artistic expression, all challenging the 
conventional norms.  
 
Creative people gravitate towards creative hubs simultaneously attracting venues such as 
small art galleries, performance spaces, music and unique and exciting food and drink 
venues reaching well beyond local patronage, day and night.  
 

Extending the conventional retail and commercial offer into a more diverse, stimulating and 
energetic experience will contribute to creating a great place. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

1. The City reviews and modifies the Glebe Point Road Locality Statement within the DCP 
(Section 2.6.1) so that it encourages small start up businesses participating in new and smart 
technology, innovative design, social enterprise, cultural and artistic expression within 
creative hubs that are legitimised by their University proximity. The Locality Statement to 
similarly encourage café and restaurants, small bars and theatres etc that trade day and 
night. 
 

2. The City reviews the controls contained within the Sydney Local Environmental Plan 2012 
(LEP) in regard to Glebe Point Road. On the eastern side between Parramatta and Bridge 
Roads it is recommended the building height facing the rear lanes be increased from 9.0 
meters to 12.0 meters and the Floor Space Ratio of sites be increased from 1.5:1 to 2:1, with 
a bonus of 0.5:1 where development is for commercial enterprises, particularly in regard to 
point 1 above. 

 
These recommended amendments to the LEP must take into consideration the bulk and 
scale of a proposed development ensuring that the heritage significance of the existing 
building and those adjacent are not diminished when viewed from the adjacent building and 
from Glebe Point Road. 
 



3. The City further protects all buildings that contribute to the Glebe Point Road Local 
Conservation Area, be they Heritage Listed or not, by requiring that all elements of heritage 
significance be maintained and reinstated, notwithstanding co-existence with any new rear 
redevelopment. A condition of any DA is that the City is in receipt of 3 yearly reports from 
building owners, confirming the continual maintenance and or reinstatement of heritage 
items of significance. 

 
4. The City further audits and assesses those buildings of the 19th and early 20th Century so 

that buildings of significance are Heritage Listed for the benefit of future generations. The 
strength and character of Glebe Point Road can be well advanced when adjacent 
streetscapes are able make a greater contribution to the overall character of the village. 

 
5. The City acts as a conduit of access to incentives that attract small start up businesses 

referred to in recommendation 1 above.  
 

 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Brian Fuller 
President 
 


