
 

 

 

The Hon. Gabrielle Upton, MBA, BA, LLB MP 

Minister for Family and Community Services  

330 New South Head Road 

DOUBLE BAY NSW 2028 

 

18 June, 2014 

 

Dear Minister, 

It was very pleasing to see in the FACS media release of 13th June 2014 that you have announced a 

restoration of funding to the inner city. As we are concerned about the well-being of people who live in 

our inner city community, the Glebe Society wishes to commend this action.  

Where the Going Home Staying Home reforms previously allocated just $1.1million to assist 505 women 

per year, the aŶŶouŶĐeŵeŶt iŶdiĐatiŶg that ͚the speĐialist ǁoŵeŶ’s serǀiĐe iŶ the inner city will receive 

almost three tiŵes its origiŶal ďudget’ provides us some reassurance that services to women will be 

ŵaiŶtaiŶed. Hoǁeǀer as Gleďe is the hoŵe of seǀeral sŵall ǁoŵeŶ͛s serǀiĐes suĐh as Elsie, the women 

and their children͛s refuge from domestic violence, and Detour House, a specialist homeless service for 

women affected by drug and alcohol dependence, the way in which these funds are allocated to services 

is of concern.  

It is uŶderstood that prior to Friday͛s aŶŶouŶĐeŵeŶt as ŵaŶy as  Ϯ0 ǁoŵeŶ aŶd girls ͛s serǀiĐes, 
including Detour House (Glebe), B Miles Supported AĐĐoŵŵodatioŶ, SteppiŶg Out  aŶd YouŶg People͛s 
Refuge ;LeiĐhhardtͿ, JeaŶ͛s PlaĐe, CoŵŵuŶity Restoratiǀe CeŶtre WoŵeŶ͛s Prograŵ aŶd Delores SiŶgle 
WoŵeŶ͛s Refuge ǁere likely to ďe Đlosed ďy ϯ0th JuŶe. Although you are ͚establishing a Service Support 

Fund so that eligible small to medium sized service providers that are not successful in the tender process 

ĐaŶ apply for 18 ŵoŶths additioŶal fuŶdiŶg’ we still hold concerns that our local service providers may 

be at risk of closure if they are not specifically supported. 

These providers have a very long term and successful record of service provision to women and their 

children in our local area. Therefore Minister, we would like to urge you to ensure that they are 

continued. 

 

Professor John Gray, PhD, MEdAdmin, GDipEd, BBus 

President 


