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Section 1.  Project Report 

 
The success of ‘Love Your Park’ is a result of the combined efforts of many people, especially local kids, their parents and 
residents who, with the guidance of our Ceramic Artist, Karen Weiss, created a colourful display of tiles on the park walls in 
M.J. Dougherty Reserve in Glebe. 

 
The project was supported by several organisations and our thanks go to: 

 
  The City of Sydney for providing the Grant. 

  The Glebe Society for auspicing the project and providing ongoing support and assistance with promotional 

materials and administration. 

  The management and staff of the City of Sydney’s Glebe Neighbourhood Centre, and Council’s Park Management 
staff, for their ongoing support and assistance 

  The University of New South Wales for use of their firing facilities. 

 

 

          Signed:    Jocelyn Earl 

            Annie Atkinson 

            Gaylene Harkin 

            Katharine Vernon  

            Robyn Kemmis 

 

 
 (a) What were the objectives of your Project and to what extent did it meet these objectives? 

 
The primary objective was to involve residents in a creative art project, to beautify their local park, to encourage ownership 

and respect, and to build friendships. The project was designed to bring together the community’s diverse members, 
especially senior citizens and children in the area. 

 

Many senior residents are isolated and many children are not engaged with members of their community.  Neighbours 
included residents of all ages and from a variety of cultural backgrounds, especially local indigenous children.  The project 

provided an opportunity for them to work together and create a work of art, for themselves, in their own environment. 



 

 
 (b) What were the benefits of the project to the City of Sydney and the City community? 

 
The ugly concrete walls surrounding the play area and at the main entrance to the park have been transformed by the 

installation of tiles, each of which were individually made, designed and painted by the neighbours.  Three workshops were 
held in the park, the first to make the tiles, the second to design and paint them, and the third to install the tiles in the walls.  

The events brought neighbours together in a social, creative activity and in doing so broke down barriers between young and 
old, in an environment in which they could learn from each other. 

 
The park has been enhanced, has attracted much comment, and generated conversations between residents, those who have 

lived in the area for many years and those who are newcomers to Glebe.  It has contributed to local community building 
efforts, in line with Council’s objectives captured in the City of Villages philosophy and Sustainable Sydney 2030. 

 
 (c) What was the target audience and how well did you reach this audience? 

 

The target groups included neighbouring residents; elderly residents who live adjacent to the park, isolated seniors, families, 
the many large households of children who play in the park; members of local community groups; and volunteers from all 

parts of Glebe.  People of all ages were represented at the workshops, especially children and families.   
 

 (d)  How many people used your service/attended your activity/accessed your information 
 

On the first day 65 people attended, and many of those returned on the second and third days to work on their individual tiles.  
In total, over 120 people attended the workshops and made more than 300 tiles. 

 
(e)  What were the outcomes, positive and/or negative, of your project? 

 

The outcomes of the project [described in (a) above] were met, bringing diverse residents together to create a work of public 

art. The finished artwork itself reflects the diversity of local residents involved in the project, with strong indigenous designs 
incorporated into the decoration of individual tiles and the overall layout of the tiles on the park walls.  The response from 

locals and visitors has been unanimously favourable and it continues to be visited by people to see the tiles.  It has been 

heartwarming to see the pride taken, especially by the kids, in seeing their work on public display.  In an area of Sydney 
where there have been problems with graffiti, there has been no graffiti in this park. 

 
The project has enthused residents to undertake more community projects to enhance the physical environment. 



 

While there were no negative outcomes, substantial changes had to be made to the original project schedule in order to meet 
unexpected administrative and planning requirements e.g. approval from Housing NSW, preparation of a DA for the work, and 

delays in treatment of the walls before the tiles could be installed.  
 

(f) How will your project affect your future planning or activities? 
 

When grants for projects of this kind are awarded there is no indication of the administrative requirements that must be met 
before the project can be undertaken.  In any future project it will be essential to identify those requirements at the outset 

e.g. what approvals are necessary, if a DA must be completed.  This will ensure more effective and efficient project 
coordination and minimise the risk of delays in completing the project. 

 
             

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

(Please note: Section 2-Financial Report is not included in this version of the project report) 
 
  



 

 

 

Section 3:  Promotional Materials and  

Visual Images   
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