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Section 1. Project Report

The success of ‘Love Your Park’ is a result of the combined efforts of many people, especially local kids, their parents and

residents who, with the guidance of our Ceramic Artist, Karen Weiss, created a colourful display of tiles on the park walls in
M.]J. Dougherty Reserve in Glebe.

The project was supported by several organisations and our thanks go to:

e The City of Sydney for providing the Grant.

e The Glebe Society for auspicing the project and providing ongoing support and assistance with promotional
materials and administration.

e The management and staff of the City of Sydney’s Glebe Neighbourhood Centre, and Council’s Park Management
staff, for their ongoing support and assistance
e The University of New South Wales for use of their firing facilities.

Signed: Jocelyn Earl
Annie Atkinson
Gaylene Harkin
Katharine Vernon
Robyn Kemmis

(a) What were the objectives of your Project and to what extent did it meet these objectives?

The primary objective was to involve residents in a creative art project, to beautify their local park, to encourage ownership

and respect, and to build friendships. The project was designed to bring together the community’s diverse members,
especially senior citizens and children in the area.

Many senior residents are isolated and many children are not engaged with members of their community. Neighbours
included residents of all ages and from a variety of cultural backgrounds, especially local indigenous children. The project
provided an opportunity for them to work together and create a work of art, for themselves, in their own environment.



(b) What were the benefits of the project to the City of Sydney and the City community?

The ugly concrete walls surrounding the play area and at the main entrance to the park have been transformed by the
installation of tiles, each of which were individually made, designed and painted by the neighbours. Three workshops were
held in the park, the first to make the tiles, the second to design and paint them, and the third to install the tiles in the walls.
The events brought neighbours together in a social, creative activity and in doing so broke down barriers between young and
old, in an environment in which they could learn from each other.

The park has been enhanced, has attracted much comment, and generated conversations between residents, those who have
lived in the area for many years and those who are newcomers to Glebe. It has contributed to local community building
efforts, in line with Council’s objectives captured in the City of Villages philosophy and Sustainable Sydney 2030.

(c) What was the target audience and how well did you reach this audience?

The target groups included neighbouring residents; elderly residents who live adjacent to the park, isolated seniors, families,
the many large households of children who play in the park; members of local community groups; and volunteers from all
parts of Glebe. People of all ages were represented at the workshops, especially children and families.

(d) How many people used your service/attended your activity/accessed your information

On the first day 65 people attended, and many of those returned on the second and third days to work on their individual tiles.
In total, over 120 people attended the workshops and made more than 300 tiles.

(e) What were the outcomes, positive and/or negative, of your project?

The outcomes of the project [described in (a) above] were met, bringing diverse residents together to create a work of public
art. The finished artwork itself reflects the diversity of local residents involved in the project, with strong indigenous designs
incorporated into the decoration of individual tiles and the overall layout of the tiles on the park walls. The response from
locals and visitors has been unanimously favourable and it continues to be visited by people to see the tiles. It has been
heartwarming to see the pride taken, especially by the kids, in seeing their work on public display. In an area of Sydney
where there have been problems with graffiti, there has been no graffiti in this park.

The project has enthused residents to undertake more community projects to enhance the physical environment.



While there were no negative outcomes, substantial changes had to be made to the original project schedule in order to meet
unexpected administrative and planning requirements e.g. approval from Housing NSW, preparation of a DA for the work, and
delays in treatment of the walls before the tiles could be installed.

(f) How will your project affect your future planning or activities?
When grants for projects of this kind are awarded there is no indication of the administrative requirements that must be met
before the project can be undertaken. In any future project it will be essential to identify those requirements at the outset

e.g. what approvals are necessary, if a DA must be completed. This will ensure more effective and efficient project
coordination and minimise the risk of delays in completing the project.

(Please note: Section 2-Financial Report is not included in this version of the project report)
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Mow we have
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Sponsored by the City of Sydney Coundil.
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Section 3: Promotional Materials and
Visual Images




Let's decorate
the walls of
M.J. Dougherty
Reserve with
clay tiles made
by us, the
residents!

Come down
on Sunday 17
October, have

a free barbecue
with friends and
family, and find
out how to do it
(clay prowvided).

It's fun and
it’s not hard ...

Come on!

Sunday
17 October
11 - 3pm
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14 November
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and healp on
20 February,
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Sunday
20 February
11 - 3pm
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‘Love Your Park'
a local residents’
initiative
Recentty tha City of Sydney and the
Glebe Sociafy co-sponsored "Love Jour
Lork’, a prject aimed at mvabAicg local

residents ma commamity arts event to
beamdify a small pack in Glebe.

The M7 Dougherty Reserve on the cor-
per of Mitrhell and Wentworth Streets
was the selected ate for this community
arts inikatve. The Council had refir-
teshed the park, howerver a conple of
local residents ware keen to engape the
comrmrmunity in decorating the expanze of
concrate walls within the park. Armie
Atkinson and Gavlene Harkin with the
suppart of Xobyn Eemimis from the
Glebe Sociefy, lodped a communaty
grant applicatien which was approved
by Commedl A commnmity athist, Earen
Weiss, nas snpaped o provide arhishe
sapport to the project that wonld ake
place over three Sundavs.

The first event day was held on Sundaw
17 Ocreber when the residents sur-
rounding the park wrere myvited o join in
creating 3 variaty of clay tles. The day
was & great success. People of all ages,
with many children, joumed m the fum

of designing clay tiles. Cheer 13 tiles
were made wady for frmp, then glazm
and finally fixing onto the walls of the
park

The community spirit that was engen-
dered on the day nas evident Ome local
resident, Paul Cex. was so enshnsiastic
that be ofered o cock 2 barbecus at his
home to supply those making hiles with
lunch dunng the event Lunch was ap-
preciated bry ali

The project will be fini<hed over two
forther Sundays - 4 and 28 NMovember.
Chur congratuiztions o to Ammie
Atkinson, a new member of the Glabe
Society, and Gaylens Hadan for thenr
enthn siasm and hard weork m geting
this project off the ground. Projects
sueh as this can help to contribute to lo—
cal residents” appreciation of, and sense
of responsibility for, the open sparces of
Glebe.
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Some other workers. From left to right: Gaylene
Harkin, Annie Atkinson, Katharine Vernon and
Karen Weiss. Photos: Phil Young.
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A community arts initiative

Come and help decorate a park

Come and help other local Glebe
residents decorate the M J Dougherty
Reserve on the corner of Mitchell and
Wentworth Streets, Glebe on Sunday 20
February. 11am - 3pm.

You will have read in Bulletin 9/2010
that the Glebe Society co-sponsored a
commuaity arts project known
as Love Your Park together

with the City of Sydney Coun-
cil. Through this project local
residents have come together

to create and decorate over 100
tiles which have now been fired
and are ready for attaching to the
bare concrete walls of the park.

Whilst we hoped to complete
this project late last year the final
day’s effort was held over and

is now taking place on Sunday
20 February between 11am and
3pm. On this day we will be gathering
in the Reserve to help attach the tiles
and celebrate the wonderful art that
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has been created by local children and
adults alike.

Feel free to come and give a hand on
the day and share the BBQ lunch which
will be provided.

- Katharine Vernon

A Glebe resident shows off a tile made
for the park.

Photo: Phil Young













































