
 

Researching Land Records 
by Rodney Hammett 

The Glebe Society has had several requests over the 
last 18 months for a session on researching your 
house. With COVID-19 this has had to be put on the 
back-burner. 

To address this and as a guide to those who want to 
know the previous owners of their house, I have 
prepared a worked example. All you need is a 
computer. I chose to research 11 Alexandra Rd, Glebe. 

Historical NSW land records are freely available at 
NSW Land Registry Services. The starting point is 
https://nswlrs.com.au/, where you choose ‘Online 
Portal’ to start searching. At the next page, choose 
‘Find Records’, and you will see: 

 

 

At the top of the left-hand column is ‘Street address 
inquiry’ so click ‘view’ and enter the address. 

 

The security code is unique for each inquiry, so the one 
you see here will not be relevant to your search. Once 
you press ‘Perform Search’, you will see: 

 

 

Click on the title reference ‘20/B/4443’, and you will get 
a new image that shows No 11 and other options – see 
below. The reference means No 11 is Lot 20 in Section 
B of DP 4443. 

 

 

If you press the ‘Imagery’ icon, you will see No 11 in an 
aerial photo. 

 

 

When you press ‘View’ for a prior title search, you get: 

 

 

PTO … 

https://nswlrs.com.au/


 

 

After completing the security code, you will find the 
prior title details, which for No 11 is 7884-39. 

 

The title or Certificate of Title is available online so long 
as it has a number less than 8500-000 because titles 
numbered higher can only be obtained using a 
registered provider, which attracts a charge. 

Titles are found at a different NSW LRS portal: 
https://hlrv.nswlrs.com.au/ 

 

 

Toggle ‘Attribute’, then click on ‘Search By’ and scroll 
down to ‘Vol-Fol’. Certificates of Titles are recorded 
under a unique reference using Volume (Vol) and Folio 
(Fol). Enter the title reference. 

Press ‘Enter’ on your keyboard, and you will get: 

 

Move your cursor to the ‘blue 2’ and then press ‘Enter’ 
to get the Certificate of Title. The number two lets you 
know there are two pages in this document. 

 

 

Use your mouse to change the magnification of the 
image and your cursor to drag the image. Here you will 
find that it was Angelo Cavallaro of Chippendale, 
labourer, who purchased the property. The title is 
dated 7 April 1960; however, the date of purchase 
might have been earlier. At the top left-hand corner of 
the document, you can see that the previous title was 
Vol 1776 Fol 91. Use the same process to get this prior 
title. 

On page 2 of that document, you will find that Angelo 
Cavallaro purchased No 11 on 22 October 1955. 

 

 

By moving back in time through the document, 
previous purchases can be identified. The prior title to 
1776-91 was 1423-9, where you can find the person 
who purchased No 11 (Lot 20 of Section B in DP 4443) 
as a vacant lot from George Boyce Allen, was Alfred 
Ingram Macfarlane on 8 March 1907 – see below. This 
is on the second page of the 4-page document. 

 

 

Also recorded on these titles are details of mortgages 
and any caveats placed on the title. 

Good luck with your research! 
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