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EXPRESSIfitAVS
?he Glebe Society obiects to the routing of
ma j or expre s sways through The Glebe .

Itre object because these expre.ssways wil-l des-
troy The Glebe as a suburb and are not in the
best long-range interests of Sydney.

We have been told that the two expresswaYs r

the North-Western and the Western r ar.e being
bpilt to serve the city of Sydney. The Glebe
is a living part of this city. Yet the plan-
ners think of the city only as the central
business distrLct, the ghetto of office buil-
dings in the centre of the citY

The expressways would destroy one-sixth of a

subrrrb expressing the history and character
of Sydney, probabJ-y more so in it s small area
than any other area in Sydneyr to take motor
cars where ?

How many c ompl aint s hav e we he ard ab out t he

dif f iculty in driving a car t o the city?
Most complaint s , in f act , are about what t o
do with a car once it gets there. Land in
the city is too valuable to be used for econ-
omical parking.

lfe have also been told that the expre.ssways
have been designed to take cars around the
city. Dozens of lanes of expressways lead-
ing to an eight-lane bridge. The Sydney IIar-
bour Bridge should not continue to be tlre
main crossing of the Parramatta River. Other
crossings will have to be considered.

Most expre s sways are de s igned t o lrand le a

peak-hour traf f j-c load. Theref ore tlrey oper-
ate for 85fi of the week at well below their
operational capabilities .

Staggered shopping and office hours would not
onLy encourage varied activity in the city
over longeb hours, but would also help tow-
ards eLiminating the peak hour.

We do not believe that expressways r in them-
selves, soLve transport problems but attract'
more problems.

lfe do not consider expressways worth the cost
of the inevitable social disintegrat iorl along
the whole route of such expressways.

lfe do not believe that the expressw
stand up to a total cost study in t
plain economics.

lfe deplore the destructlon of the t
able hLstoric fabric of a gre at cit

repl?c€-

tfe believe that there are alternatlve \olut-
ions to Sydney I s traf f ic problems. Altelnat-

NORTH-WES TERN EXPRES STAY

The following letter, dated 25 Feb. 1970 r w?s
received last year by the Society after the
Mini s t er f or Highways was asked t o give an
as surance that the N-W' Expres sway would, Bo
under GLebe:

Dear Dr. Smith,

I refer again to yoLur letter on behalf
of the Society enguiring as to the method of
constrnctlon of the North-Western Expnessway
through The Glebe.

The Commissioner for Main Roads has
informed me that the Departmentrs design is
proceeding on the basis that the North;Western
Expre s sway through The Glebe between approx-
imately Lombard and Maxwell Streets will be ,

a driven tunne 1 .

Yours f aithf ul1y,
("igned) P. H. Morton
Minister for Highways

As there have been some rumolrrs circulating
that the tunnelling method was going to be
dropped and an open cut was to be used instead

.- a f urtlrer assurance was requested by the Soc-
iety. The following letter dated 27 Jan. L97L
was received in r€iply:

Dear Dr. Smith,

I refer to your letter addressed to the
Commissioner for lr{ain Roads, Mr. R.J.S.Thomas,
concerning tlre North Western Expressway and
tlre proposed method of its construction bet-
ween Lombard and Julaxwell Streets, GLebe.

Tlre Commissioner has asked me to advise
that because of the shallow depth of the
Expressway near its eastern. portalr lt may be
necessary to carry out congtruction in this
vic inity by cut and cover method, in which
case, the area affected would be that between
Lombard Street and Glebe Point Road.

The construction of the baLance of the
Expressway between Lombard and MaxweLL Streets
Glebe wi Ll be by driven tunne L as advised in
the Minister fof Highways I letter of 25th
February last.

Yours f aithfulJ.Y,

( s igned ) C:s. Mansf ield
Secretary r D.M.R.

EXPRES STIAYS ( cont inued f rom coLumn 1)

In cities aLL over the worLd the craze for
inner-city expressways is coming to an end.
In the past L8 months dislllusioned city
officiaLs in New York and Phlladephla have
simply cancell-ed f ormerly coveted expresswaln5.
Crreater Boston has called a halt to an $AOO
miLLion scheme, Everyone is now waking up to
the f act that existing roads can handle MORE

traf f ic than the cl-ties can absorb.

S
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would

of

Lves we have diqcussed at Planning Forum mee-
tings includer (i) Parking stations at rail-
way stations. (ii) Staggered business hours.
(rrf) More harbor:r crossl,ngs. (r.r) Improv€-
ment to publiq transport . (.r ) A ma j or rlng :

road system. (tri) DeeentralLsatLono



membership
?he Society , wolcomes the f o,llowLng 'new

members who havd Jolned slnce the last
3nnual General MeetLng t

Mrs . E .M . .A ll-en, MLs s G. Banbr:rY,
M1. . J. Barkef I Mr. & Mrs . T" Boronovskis t

iltr. G.V. Brandt , Mr . I. B. Br:rnett t

Iltr,. & Mrs . R. Caro1an, Mrs . D. Cornish r

Sir No,rman Cowper, Mrs . C.A . CrowL eY r '

Mr. 'G. Currarr r Mf . R. Donne llY ,

Mr. E. Duek-Coh€rrr Miss R. Dunc811 r

Mrs. M. DrrnleavY, Mr. B. DYster,
MLss A. Dager, Df , & Mrs. F. Fowler,
Mr . & Mrs . L. Foyle r Dr . M. G. Gratt on t

It{r. & Mrs . M. Green, Mrs . R. J . Heal.ey t

pf . , &. Mrs . S. C. Hill- r Mr . T.V. Hom*f,.-
Rev. & Mrs. M Horsburgh, Mr. A. Jurd,
ltLss R., Kinnairdr Miss J. Knox,
Dr. A . Larkin, Mr. & Mrs , L. McDonagh t

l{ps . P. McKelvey, Mrs . M. McNamara t

Mf ,. R. Milosh, Mr . & Mrs . P. C. MoYe t
Mr. & Mrs. P. Newland, Miss W.-Nichollst
Drs . P. ,. r& M i Papapetros r Mr . R. Purdorl r

Mr. & Mrs. P. B. Pric€ r Mrs . A . Rapotec t

Mr. A . Roberts ,. Miss A . Rogers ,

Mr. & Mrs. O. Slight, Mr. & Mrs. O.R. Smee,

Ml,ss S. Solling, Mr. J . Sommerville ,

Mr. A . Strachan, Mr. D. Sutherland t

Mr. J .A . Sved , Mr . & Mrs . B. Vaughan t

MJ.ss J. I{'ader Miss L, Woodg€r.

For Yoi$r Diary
Sattrday, 6tn MarCh the Hr.rnter VaLley trip
thls has trnfortunately been cancelled due to
the serious damage caused, to this seasonr s

vintage f i-rst by hai 1 and then by the recent
floods. Another date wiLl be fixed later in
the year.

Surrdayr 7t!l. March' 7-3O P.fi. History sub-
cordnittee meeting at' the home of Beth
Mclntyire , 28 'Femy Road .

Sunday , 7 th March , 8 P. fi. Planning sub-
committee meeting at the home of David Potter
8 Gottenham Street.

ffi March -'Book Drive. The Glebe
Public'School ls badly in need of books for
lts very poorly equipped library. The Glebe
Soctety has vol,unteered to coLLect books from
Lts membeqs to help improve the situation.
If you have any suitable books, in particular
modern calenders with J-arge picture s , o1d
tlfalkabouts | , Australian Museum 'JotrrnaLs or
Australia t s :Heritage r you may e+ther deliver
them to 28 Ferry Rd. or ring 66O-2L64 or
660-4'824 to arrange f or a collector to call.
Cash donatlens wiLl also be accepted the
Education Dept. will match by 5}fi all
contr ibut ions .

-

Monday, 15th March, 8.poltl . Soci-al sub-
pommittee meeting a't Janette Knox t s, Flat 9
2 Charlton lfay.

Satnrdoy, ?7tla Marchr 3 p.[lo.- 5. p.m.1
Annual Flower Show at Glebe Town HaLl. For
fnrther details Marie lfebb 660-6483.

'. i

Thene t s many a good pLece of cedar hLdden
tneath a dozen coats,of paLnt. 'Even lf Lt Ls

not cedar, the J ob of strLpping could be well
rewarded in r€slorLng the natural graJ,n of the
timber ready for french polishing or an o11
f inlsh.

Perhaps the most effective way of treatJ.ng
doors- ( or f rrniture ) is to use a caustLc sol-
utiotl. This does mean removlng the doors, but
is less trouble than the sLow arduous work €Ir-
tai led in us ing most proprlet ary strJ-ppers and

cheaper. Caustic soda costs 3Oc to 4Oc per
pound whLch shou}d be adequate f or one door.

The caustic soCa should be mixed with water Ln
these proportlons s 1 lb. caustlc to 1 gallon
of wat€f,. The strength Can be varied tf tI€C-
essary.

Lay the d,oor flat on trestles or an old table
and apply the s ol,ution with a J.arge brush ( a

car wash brush that can be fitted to a hose is
ideal) allowing 10 to L5 minut€s r brushJ-ng the
sgrface to Loosen paint, then hose off thorou-
ghly. Heavy coatings may require 2 or 3 

"PP-if catLons, but you should end up wlth a GOrl-

pletely strlpped door. If care is taken the
grain should not lLf t, but if it does the suf-
face can be smoothed with sand-paper.

Finally a weak solution of vinegar should be

applied to neutralise any remaining caustLc .

PRECAUTIONS: Use rubber glov€sr Long sleeves
and tr ous er s t o avo l-d burnirg . If you do ge t
splashed with caustic r t1o burning wilL result
ii it is promptly washed off.

Due to the Large quantities of water reguired
this rnethod is usuall',y unsatisfactory for flxed
int eri or woodwork r So the onLy answer Ls to
use one of the proprietary brands of strLpper
together with scrapers, steel wool- and pers€V-
€f ?IIC€.

Green Thumb
fn response to the interest and support that
previous competitions have received We are
expanding our garden activitles thLs yeaT'_
Our second Annual Flower Show wil-l be held Ln
the GLebe Town Hall on Satgrday 27th March and
oLur third AnnuaL Garden Competttion wiLl be

Judged on Sattrrday t6ttr Oct ober . CopLes of.
application forms were enclosed Ln the last
Bulletin. Further copies may be obtained from
the Opportr.rnity Shop at the corner of Glebe
Point Road and St. Johns Road or by phonlng
Marie Webb 660-6483.

The Royal. Easter Show includes an interestlng
section on Hortlculture and a Sectional Sched-
ule - No. 14
wrLt ing t o The Direct or , Royal A gricultural
SocLety, Box 4ltZ, G.P.o., Sydney 2OO1.

Entries close as from April lst. Thl,s sched-
ule contains Lnformation relevant to those who
plan to enter our own Flower Show and tt Ls

well worth wrl,ting for a coPY.

In our next BulLetLn we'w111 gLve details of
the Tree Survey which was carrLed out by
Tony Rodd late last Year.

T[esday ' 3Oth March 
'Mclfilliams. Dollar

Saturday, 3rd'April - Glebe
by Max Solling, aft. tea at

Wine Tas t ine at
a head. Limit 65 .

walk conducted
the Colemant s.



Glebg Plall spEcrAL MEDrrNc loth tr'EB.

lbLs meetl-ng, held to dlscuss the Glebe Soc-
iety Outltne Plan, was well attended oonsLd-
erlng the weather.

Dennis Mcllanus began dlscusslon of the plan by
descrlblng the reasons behind it. In hls taLk
he brought up several interesti-ng polnts'

The plan is to control flat development in
Glebe as the area ls largely zoned ResLdential
2b at present. The schemb which operates now

allows deveJ.opment with Cor:ncil approval, 61-
though the council can requlre the developer
to form hj.s plan ln accordance with the sr:rr-
ourrding areas.

RehabilLtation of tefraces and other interest-
ing houses of Glebe wilL furttrer protect th9
area from ad hoc development as the demand for
terraces and their incr€aslng vatrue makes them
€carce and not economlcally feasible for a

developer as he would have to buy at Least
for:r large terraces for a block of'flats'
However, in this context, large houses may be

threatened.

Ahis plan was submLtted to Leichhardt Council
fn May L97O. The Glebe Society hopes to be

reprelented at discussions between council and

th; State Planning AuthorLty. It is thought
that arl alternative approach to planning on

th€ lirres of denslty controL, area/pJ-ot ratio
etc. may be desirable. fn discussion of the
plan wlth cor:nciL it has been emphasised that
the Society is not asking for the whole area
to be t'egarded as an historic preservation
precLnt.

Home unlt deveJ-opers are now required to dis-
play their proposed plans, however rra llouse
let ln lodgingrt is not covered by thls requir-
ement. An example of this is the construction
of a rtboarding houserr in Glebe Polnt l{oad on
a block of land less than the required TOOO ft

An lnteresting discusslon followed led by Itlr.
Burnett who has proposed a developmqnt in
Ferry Road. He disagreed with the Societyrs
plan and thought that our attempts to linit
development i.n Glebe were undemocratic as they
froze.home owners properties without their
consent. He also stated that developments
such as the one he prodosed increase tl're value
of adJacent propertiesi however, most of the
meeting disagreed with hlrt.

Iir reply to a question concerning the method
-'of delineation of boundariesr I'lr. Itlclttanus rep-
lied it was on the basis of visual effect and
the standard of particular buildlngs.

It was also suggested that other plans should
be coneidered on the lines of the rNorth Shore
Advisory Councllt which controls building per-
fottnance e.g. planb which allow maximum sun-
llght to adioining properties., The meeting
suggested that if the plan were accepted then
the areas set down for developnent should have
developinent control plans to make bure that
the new bulldings are Ln harmony wlth the rest
of Glebe

Af,ter lengthy d:lscussion the follorcing motLon
yas paasod by the meetl.ngt oThat The Glebe
Society interwiew the Mayor and Glebe ward
Aldernen to impress upon them the importano6
of. Lnplementin6 the Socl-etyrs OutlLne Plan.tr

G{oultcil rounds
We have revived our roster fot Leichhardt
Coulcil- meetings. This will- ensure that the
Society keeps up-to-date with the government
of GLebe. We hope to make I Coulcil Rounds I

a permanent f eature .

1. The Ferry Road Development Applicat j-on

still- hangs f ire. A petition by 18O local
residents, along with 20 individual letters
of objection, against the proposed flats was
presented to Ald. Foley for srr.bmissiol3. to
Council. trrle regard this as a test case f or
our Out line Pl-an and f or the new amendments

to the Local Government A ct. We trust
Council t s Town PlannQT s Mr. Kenna r will en-
dorse this democratic expryession of obiection
by t he overwhe lming rnai ori ty of r e s ident s

affected.

2, COUNCIL MEETING, L9 JANUARY: An Asian
Student's I Hostel- proposed f or corner of Mt.
Vernon and Catherine Streets in the Church
lands. Aff ected tenants and the Tenants
Union irat e ( s e e rrThe Glebe rt newspaper LZth.

Febru ary, page 2) , What do You think?

3, MEETING , 2 FEBRUARY: Derelict Orphan
School Creek land behind Camperdown Childrens
Hospital sti11 derelict. Wrangles over
ownership have so far prevented Cor:nci1 acce-
pting Water Boardfs gift of their portion.
Council r s Works Committee stil1 investigating
Wef ve pressed for a park there. Please ex-
amine the area for yourself itts at the
Camperdown end of Hereford Street.

4 . Keep yoLrr eyes on the Waterf ront Land.
Note the tquality t of ??rkes Development t s

f lats ? Ilumours that Hudsonf s are sel-ling ou't
And dontt think Towrie Developments are beat-
en yet in their redevelopment of land below
Irerry Ro ad ,

5 . Prob lems wi t h Glebe Libr ary? Ring A ld .

Irl clrl ahon ( CoLlnci 1 t s Library Committee ) .

Concerned. about parks ? Ring A ld. Johnson
(Prrks and Gardens Committee).

Tenants Union
On 13th January our Management Committee met

t he Exe cut ive of t he Tenant s I Uniorl . A s int -
end€d, discussion ranged over a variety of
issues concerning GLebe. The emphasis was on

inf ormal di s cus s i on wi th an eye t o f uture co-
operation as emergencies aris€. Differences
of opinion for instance, over the rights of
tenants, particularly in the Church lands
were frequent. But Sor toor were afeas Of

agreemert, particul-arly oLLr opposition to
proposed expressways and haphazatd develop-
ment of flats. General agrqement was reached
on the f oLlowing:
a) Any practical end wiLL best be achieved
by both groups continuing to work independ-
ent LY.
b) No f orrnaL reLationship was desirable 

'though informal meetings on criticaL Lssues
were essential to maintain The Glebe I s

communlty.
c) TOTAL redevelopment of the Church Lands 

'especially without consideration of the ten-
ants was contrary to the future Lnterests of
The Glebe.
d) Both groups would ftght expressways
affecting Glebe.
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retrospect
GE0R@ ALLEN (ContJ-nued from last issue)

The Allenrs beln€i ardent crlcketers had their
ovrn cricket ground and paviJ.ion. C.eorge A1len
enJoyed bathLng on sunmer,mornings and going
on pLcruics. and fLshing trLps. However, he
disliked racing arrd strongl-y disapproved of
dancLnge nI know of the dreadful corrsequences
to whlch it often leads ... How many families
have been ruined by Balls and assembl-iesrr.

In the L84ots George Allen, Solicitor and
Mayor of Sydney, held more pubLLc and private
offices than any other Sydney citlzen. He
was the founder of the oldest 1egal firm ln
the colony, a founding member pf'the Gas
Light Comparay, a director of the Bank of
N.S.$., alderman and parLiamentarian and
eecretary of the Benevalent Society. He was
al.so president of totaL abstinence and floral
socleties, promoter of the reclaimatlon of
trrrostitutes and the spiritual nourishment of
seamen, patron, preacher and the leadlng J-ay-
man in Ifesleyan llethodism

The right to vote during the forttes was det-
ermlned by property qual.ifications. Allen
pressing for extenslon of the franchise con-
sLdered lclerks Ln J-odgings and other young
men of education but no property would be
ueeful cormtenrelghts to the heavy mass of
inferior nen lnto whose laps allotments had
f alf.enrr

In assesslng candidates for parliamentary
election Allen tended to prefer [gentl-smsntt
and consideied that the classics, for instance
should be accesslble to chiLdren of a]-l
orlginq because rtf do not see why they (ttre
humble classes) should not be made as learned
de the higher classes of society ... It would
afford me much satisfaction to see the lower
orders w€1l educatedrl

AlJ.enr s Journals reveal him as a rather dog-
matLc matx, prone to self Justiflcation. firls
Ls particularly notlceable ln his attLtude
towards hls serrrants.
nthe servants of thls Colony are the greatest
drawbaok to domestic comfort that I know of.
It Ls our plan to treat them with every kind-
nesa, but I find we receive only ingratitude
ln return. By government laws our assLgned
a€rvanta are not entitled to wages but only
to certaln clothlng and ratlonel I give nry
eerrrants far beyond the rations allowed and
ragee and yet I find they are no better than
those uho are treated wlth evely hardshlptr.
In 1835 John Crawley, one of Allenrs se:rrants
ras tak€n before the Court and glven 2! lashes
for pretending to be deaf. Of thls incldent
Allen rrrote oI am-averse to gettl_ng my. men
pruriehed but I thtnl uhen they are ao itcked
aa to lrfetend to be sl.ck Eerely to get rLd of
thel,r rork, they well deserrre itn.

After Allenrs death Ln L87? Toxteth Houee
passod through aeveral hande untl.l rhen in
1901 lt rae purchased by the Sletere of the
Giood Samarf tdrt and becaue loeorrr as St.
SoholastLcars College.

t

Toxteth lloueb Ls the oldest bui.ldLng La Glebe.
lbe only other mansi.on etLll l.n exlitance and
bnll! du,rtn6 the l8Jote le. anotber John Verge
bul.ldLng, Lyndhnret, (fgl4) in Darghan Stre6t.

GPOR@

miscellany
Are you a want-to-do-something-active-but-too
busy-to-commit-yourself -type member? Then
pick the time you oan spare from the list
be Low and cont act tls .

oNE HouR PER YEAR 3 contribute something to
our BulLetin. w'rite a sma1l artLcLe. sketch
a house or street. sketch a house f or olrr
History section of the BuLletin. Ioeock on a
f ew doors and get one new member. plant a
tree. Take a photo for odr colLection.

Trro HOIIRS PER YEAR : .A t t end a counci 1 rneeting.
The society now has observers at each meeting
of Leichhardt counci L " rri-:e observers are a
smaLl group working on a roster system. w'e
need volunteers to help take n'otes (and keep
the rostered mernbers awake ) .

ELE\|EN HOITRS PER YEAR: Help deliver the
Bulletin (a1so a good way of meeting your
neighbours). Attend one committee *"Lting.

THIRTY-SD( HoItRS PER YEAR! .Attend the monthly
meetings of either the Social, History or
Planning Committe€s o They are open to all
members.

SEVENTY-TIfO HOITRS PER YEAR: Become a very
active member of a committee participating
in surveysr research etc.

HUNDRED A ND SD(TY HOI]RS
for the fanatic.
f ew with a work load

this class Please help
:

Congratulations to the lfoLlstonecraft
Peninsular Residents Group who have won their
fight to stop the building of a plant to pro-
duce ready-mixed concrete on the foreshores
of Sydney Harbou-F o Most of the groups
efforts went Lnto writlng letters in protest
to the state MinLster for Local Government
and the Attorney-General .

Just a year ago the u. s. Department of rrans-
portation Urban Mass T?ansit Agency was sloui-
chi,ng along on a next-to-llseless budget of
$16o mit lf,on a year, now it is cLose to three
btllion a year. ThLs Lncrease has been
brought about by the crLsis Ln trban tranbport
directl.y due to over-emphasl,s on expressways
in the past.

EIGHT THOUSAND SEVEN
PER I.EAR : Def init e Ly
( However , there are a
which puts them into
to ease thei-r burden)

The Soclety hhs donated.
RrblLc School to assLst
Fund.

#zS to the Glebe
them in theLr LLbrary

sandra and Rob Darroch leave f or the u. Ko or1
Monday 22nd February. sandra was our fLrst
Secretary and both have been on the Manage-
ment Committee since the formatLon of the
socl,ety. our thanks for the tremendous work
they have done and our best wLshes go wLth
then.

Do you realLse that to get rl-d of rubbl,sh
that the council w111 not remove Lt Lnvolves
a twenty mile trLp to the nearest authorLsed
tl,p? There are tips closer than thLs, but
Lel,ohhardt resldents canf t use them. No
wonder we see so many sLgns of rubbl,sh
dumped, Ln parks etc o


