
The Glebe 

Society 

No~ 8 of 1975. (Oct.] 

P 0 . Box 100, Glebe , 2037. 

EXPRESSWAYS 

Precis of a recent talk given by Alan 

Sorrenson , spokesman for the Sa ve the 
Public Transport Committee and Senior 

Vice-President of the Glebe Socie t y , on 
the radio p r ogr amme "Overdrive" . Printed 
wit h their permission. 

I n r e cent years there ha s been a l ot o f 
discus s ion on the question of ur ban e x pre s s 

ways. 'I'his h a s been conducted at both 
Sta te and Feder al Government level and 
also at the community level . Last year 

i n Fig Street , Ultimo a pproximately 500 
peop le turned out to l ie down i n front o f 

Bul ldozers to stop expressways . 

The re a l question we need to ask our
selves i. s whethe r or n o t expresswa ys are 
the answer t o our t r an s port prob l ems, taking 

into acc ount the ener gy c r isis , the effi
cie ncy of the motor vehicle in the way it 
tra nspo r ts people, and at the s ocia l ques

tions involved. 

If we look a t the energy cri s is, v arious 

people - Si r I a n McClellan, Ch ai r man of 
B.H.P., Pr ofes s o r Lux ton from Adelaide 
University and others, a re predicting that 
Aust r alia's domest i c oil reserve s will be 

extinguished by the ear l y 1980 ' s, less 
than 10 years awa y. We mus t find s ome al
t e rnative to this which might me an im

porting oil from the Middle East or wherever. 

In any c ase, petrol prices will continu e to 
r ise and an alternative to the ca r has to 
be found. In most capital cities at. the 
moment , cars carry an average of. 1\ people 

per journey, and we have to lool, at much 
more efficient ways of moving people. 

In dealing with the social aspects, 

the question of freewa ys is one in which 

we find large numbers of people di s placed 

to build ex pressways and in many cases 
those people go from inner- city suburbs 
to the outer suburbs and then use those 
same freeways to commute twenty or thirty 

miles a day in their cars to their jobs . 

Phone 660-0026. 

There are also environmental questions 

in terms of pollution. Motor vehicles in 
our major cities produce 60¾ of the pollu
tion levels we experience. Since 1970-7 1 

both Melbourne and Sydney have been record
ing higher levels than Los Angeles, Chicago 
and other great American cities. This has 
been recognised by the Federal Government . 

The Australian Tran s port Advisory Committee 

i s suggesting a number of methods of coping 
with this , fo r example by putting exhaust 

emis s ion controls on cars, but this is 

almost impossible as it requires spec ial 
equipment and h a s to be checked vir tually 

every week. 

If we look at some of the reasons why 
there h a s bee n such emphas i s on expre sswa ys 
in the la s t few years, we must understand 
some of the political and e conomic factors 

involved. There is a body of people c a lled 
a "Road's Lobby" which is comprised of a 
large numbe r of different interests. In 
Austr a lia the spea rhead i s the Australian 

Roads Fe deration , which describes i t self 
as a federation of associations , companies, 
firms and individuals who have an interest 
in the construction , maint enance or use 

of roads , and in the promotion of a c on
structive road transport policy in the 

Na t i onal int e rest" 

At Federal level , the Au s tralia n Auto
mobile Association has r e cent ly bee n con

ducting a campaign fo r better roads. Un
fo r tunately, in their submission to the 
Commonweaith Bureau of Roads ,dated April 
1975 , they completely ignored the Bureau's 

own report o f 1974, entitled the Assessment 

of Freeway Plans for State Capital Cities. 
This report suggests that in many of 
Australia's capitals the whole question o f 

freeways must be reconsider ed, and that 

each freeway must be given a lot mor e 
examination before being given the go-ahead. 

Alan Sorr enson pointed out that the 

Public Tran s port committee is not totally 
anti-car . The car has some sort of r ole 

to play in our society, but because o f the 
environmentat, social and economic factors 
we must ensure that it does not play the 
dominant role in our lives 'Ml! it has in 

the past . 



Petrol taxes should be seen as transport 

taxes and s hould be used not only for roads 
but a lso for public tran s port. 

we can not go ahe ad building these mas

sive s tructures, which chop whole suburbs 

up and provide ma ssive social barriers for 
very little return. 

Ot her count r i es h a ve expe rienced the 

same sort of problems we are now facing 
here in Australia and we should lea r n from 
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Reprinted from The Echo of 11 t h February, 
1884, by courtesy of Max Salling. The club 
went out of existence about 1899 . 

The reclamation of the unwholesome spot 

known for many years as the Blackwatfle 
Swamp l ed, as most people are aware, to 

its being dignified by the name of the 

Wentworth Park, and it was subsequently 

dedicated to purposes of public recreation. 

Sev eral members of the Glebe Council in

t e rested in the game of bowls conside red 

that a portion of the park might be reason

ably set apart for the practice of the game, 
and having secured about half a n acre they 

raised funds sufficient to form a bowling 
green. 

the ir problems . I n San Francisco the 

Embarkeder o expre ssway stops in mid air . 

In Toron t o the Spadee na expressway is now 
rapidly being turned over to park land. 

In fact, throughout the industrialise d 

western world, expressways are being con
sidered le s s and less, and plans for them 
are being scaled down. We should really 
consider this and make sure we don't make 

t he same mistakes which other countries 
have. 

Although the work was only commenced 

last October, and the weather has been ex
ceeding l y dry since then, the c opious use 

of water, artif i cially laid on, conduced 

to consolidating the turf; and perhaps no 
bowling g r een in the colo ny was opened in 

mor e perfe ct order than the Glebe ground 
on Saturday last. 

A consider a b l e n umbe r of those interested 

i n the g ame at t e nde d , and e arly in the 

a f ternoon four o r fi v e r inks wer e for med 

when t he gre en wa s crowded with anima ted 
g r oups o f bowler s . The turf p laye d r e mark
ably true, t h o ugh a trifle heavily, a nd 

s ome ex cel l e nt play wa s ex11ib i t e d. 

At 4 o'cloc k Sir G. Wigram Allen, a s 
p r es ide nt of the club, bowled the ope ning 
bal l , being f ollowed by Al der man J. Young, 

a s pres i den t of the Bowling Associ ation, 
a nd havi ng declare d the g r een op en he p r o

cee ded to a ddress the a sse mbl y, comme nting 
on the ma r ked contr a s t t h e sur rounding s of 
the loc a l ity p res e nte d t o t h a t o f past 
years . He ha d eve ry confidence that those 

who had l a bo u r ed s o hard to impr ove the 

faciliti es for rec r e ation a t the Glebe 
would find their mos t sanguine anticipa 
tions r eali s ed, and that from the enthusiasm 
exhibited by the bowlers in the borough a 

club would be formed equal to upholding 
the characte r of the game. Alderman John 
Young followed in a similar congratulatory 

stra in, stating that f r om the material 

possessed b y the new club excell ent r e sults 
might be expected to follow, and that it 
would prove a formidable rival in futur e 
bowling contests. The pav ilion and adjuncts 
have been erected from designs by Mr. 
Thornley, the former being an exceptionally 

elegant structure, and replete with every 

conv enien c e . Mr. H. A. Vaughan, the hon. 

secretary, worked hard to make the opening 
of the green a succes s, and the mo s t p r ofuse 

hospitality was extended to the numerou s 

visitors . Practice will b e r egularly con
tinued on the g r een in future, and the c lub 

duly enrol.l e d under the rule s of the 

association . 



THE SUB-COMMITTEES 

The current convenors of the Society's 
groups are as follows: -

ENV IlWNMENT: 

HISTORY: 

GARDENING : 

PLANNING : 

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES: 

Coffee Mornings: 

Ferry Trip: 

Xma s Party: 

PUBLICATIONS: 

Tony Larkum 660.7030 

Kate Smith 660.1824 

Max Solling 660.1160 

Theo Ahlston 660.1083 

Pe ru Perumal 660.6060 
Tony Strachan 660.3374 

Dor othy Perkins 660.7623 
Dale Denga te and 

Diana Schlict 
Jan Potter 

J oey Rowden 660.5704 

All group convenor s are a utomatically 
members of the Management committee. Please 

contact the conveners of any f ields in which 
you are inte rested. 

POSITIONS VACANT: '!'ony Lark.um wil l need a 

replacement when he goes to the U.S. at the 
end of t he year . Please contact Tony if 

you would lilt e to convene the Envi r onment 
Group. 

The Social Activities 
Group s till requires a c o - o rdinator, ple a s e 
contact Dorothy Perkins if you are interested. 

The Society do e s no t have a welfa re group 
as there are so many loca l orga nisa tions 
already at work in thi s area. However sup

por t is given to these bodie s when required . 
For further inforim1tion contact Jul ia 

McConnochie on 660.7605. 

Do not hesitate to contact the g r oup 
concerned if you have any suggestions for 

fu t ure activities. 'rhe above li s t repre
sents existing groups and others could be 

formed if there is sufficient demand. 
Anyone interested in a Cycling Group? If 
so ring Jim Coombs on 660.0026. 

QUfLL TO PARCHMENT 

If you know of anything that may be of 

interest to readers of the Bulletin, 

please contact the editor, Joey Rowden 

at 4 Leichhardt Avenue; phone 660.5704. 

FOR YOUR DIARY 

Saturday, 11th October . An afternoon visi t 
to Hemphill's Herb Garden, 745 Old 

Norther n Road, Dural. Leaving Glebe 
about 2 p.m. For f ur ther particulars 
and for anyone r e quiring transport r ing 

Jean or Theo Ahlston at 660.1083. 

Sunday, 12th October. The House & Garden 

Inspec tion. Inspect ion hours are 10 a.m. 
- 1 p.m. and 2 p.m . - 5.30 p.m. A map 

and list of the h ouses to be opened can 

be obtained on payment of $2.00. For 
further details contact Jim Coombs 

(660.0026). see note elsewhere. 

Wednesday:, 22nd October . 8 p.m. The 

playreading group will meet a t the 
home of Albert Renshaw, unit 14, 2 

Mary Street to read "The Removalist". 
For further details contact Albert on 
660.0682 . 

Monday. 27th October . ·rhe Adve nture Play

ground Assoc i at ion of N.S.W. are hold i ng 
a public showing of films of a dventure 
playgrounds in Europe and Austral i a 

followed by a discussion. Everyone 
interested is wel c ome to come a long to 

3rd floor, N.S.W. Environment centre, 
263b Broa dway, Glebe at 7.30 p.rn. 

Tuesday, 28th October. 8.15 p.m. War s aw 
Philarmonic Chamber Orchestra makes its 
Australian debut with a progra mme in

cluding J . S. Bach, Pergolesi and Mozart. 

Tickets $4.00 and $4.50. For further 
detail s ring Dorothy Perkins (660. 7623 ) 
by Tue sday, October 14th . 

Sunday, 2nd November. By popular demand 
this coffee morning has been set for a 
Sunday morn ing. Tea, coffee a nd biscuits 
will be served from 10. 30 a.m.-12 . 30 p.m . 

at the home of Betty Wright, 120 Bridge 
Road. Price 20 c e nts. 

Morning and afternoon refreshments are 

being served during the House & Garden ins

pection on 12th October. Volunteers to 
serve tea and coffee are still required. 

If you could lend a hand on one of the 
biggest occasions of the year, please con

tact either Dorothy Pe rkins (660.7623) or 

Jim Coombs (660.0026). 



Book Review 

Fred a MacDonne l l' s "1'11e Gl e b e: Por tr a it s a nd 

Pl a c es" i s an illustr ated col l ect i o n o f in

f o rmation o n t l,e Gl obe wh ic h the u uthor has 

co llected o v er a pJ•r o ximi1 t ,· l y l' i. ve y ea r s. M,1ny 
.:ilr c~ .J.dy we l]-known f.iqu r t~ :; .•;iw ll u s C,·nrq L' 

Al l en a nd h is e l dL~ st s o n, n. 1n1ct , Blackl)t, 

ilowman, Eagar, Fo s s, Gur r an , Munro a nd Woo ll e y 

a re f eatured with their home s. The boo k d ei1 l s 

mainly with tho s e at the t op o f the s o c ia l 

p yra mid whic h does no t represe n t a tru e cro s s 

s ection of Glebe c itize nry during it s d e v e lop 

ment. It i s essentially a sinc ere, rambl i ng 

reco rd of pe ople a nd places a nd d o es not 

purport to be a history of Glebe . There a re 

amusing stor ies about Judge Wilkinson's piles 

and "Chucker" Bubbler, a c omic little man who 

frequently performed in the various loca l 

bars b y standing o n his head and drinking a 

pint of ale. Newcomers to the area will learn 

the outline of Gle be's development f r om this 

book. The author has g ene rously donated the 

royal ties to the National Trust of Aus_tralia. 

The recorronended retail price is $9.50, but is 

available to Glebe Society members a t $8 . ~0. 

For your copy ring Albert Renshaw (660 . 0682) 

or send your money to P.O. Box 100, Glebe . 

MAX SOLLING 

WELCOME TO 'rHE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS: 

Carol & Tibor NAPPHOLZ 
Michael NOONE 
Mrs. P. PRIEST 
Pier re STUART 

Misses Kim & Lee CI-WAH 
Mr. & Mrs . Warre n DELL 
Robyn GUTHRIE 

Lesley CRUDEN 

Adrienne LEONARD 

Gerry & Jackie GREENLAND 
Helen & Will KNIGHT 

MISCELLANY 

IJI TO TREE OR NO'l' '.rO TREE? THAT TS THE 

QUESTION 

In the March edition of the Bulletin, 
we asked residents to write to Leichhardt 

Council about local tree planting . 
Despite numerous petitions, Council was 

informed at their meeting on 16th Septem

ber that no planting plan had been drawn 

up and therefore the Commonwealth's grant 
of $23,000.00 would not be forshcoming. 

Only repair work to existing trees will 

be carried out in the near future. 

8 Rumour has it that when a high fence 

blew down recentl y on a Parkes Development 

site at the top of Eglinton Road it was 

replac e d very quickly . When asked why, 
our informant was told that Parkes would 

not want pe ople to get used to the v iew! 

ii 'fhe Manageme nt Committee ha s r eceived 
a list of titles available f r om the Stead 
Memorial Wildlife Research Foundation of 
Australia. At 80¢ each the booklets are 

desc ribed ai "pack ed with information for 
those who are interested in the cultivation 
of Australian plants" . For further details 
contact Jim Coombs (660.0026). 

• CONTAINERS 

The management of John Fletcher 's are 
heeding r e s idents concern at large con
tainer trucks using narrow streets sur

rounding their depot in Forsyth Street. 

Notices have been erected to guide trucks 

away from re s idential stree ts, and the 

traffic con troller at Fletcher's is 

watching for an y offenders. If this does 

not solv e the problem, Council ma y consider 

imposing an 8- ton limit on Forsyth Street. 


